Melissa

I apologize for being overly confrontational this morning (and in general). The older I get the less tolerant I become of the education racket. When I heard the word “rubric” I went on attack. Last summer I was forced to take an online class ($800) on how to make a lesson plan. The real purpose was to feed the educational monster with its legions of Ed D’s who have nothing to do but think up hoops. 
I thought I’d drawn amusing examples of why rubrics have their limitations - particularly in the arts. The instructor didn’t laugh. Maybe I was dealing with a sophisticated artificial intelligence, not an actual person, so indoctrinated was the professor into the world of the rubric. Failure was eminent. My test answers didn’t match her rubric slots. I was losing my credential. I begged like little child asking for cookie and did pass. I kept that meaningless piece of paper.
Again, I’m sorry.
The COC’s have always been ridiculously unrealistic documents. To believe that anyone can learn to be a competent sculptor in 109 hours if they can fill in the rubric squares is absurd. I’ve spent a lifetime learning the figure and technique. But I follow along so I can keep my job; admittedly a corrupt act on my part.
When I got to City Honors I decided that before I retire I might give one last try and bring the experience into line with the real world. Then I understood that students were expecting grades not based on quality but a combination of effort and performance. 
Later I was told by higher-ups at SoCal ROC that I need not offer the SoCalROC COC’s. This was the solution, I could now honestly grade on a combination of quality, performance, and effort. I did not know this in validated the class as a college prep experience.
Given this development, we will switch back and I will continue awarding SoCal ROC COC’s. Send me a list of students needing to maintain their GPA’s and I will make sure there is a pathway through my course that will maintain their GPA’s.

Have a nice weekend,
Bob 
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