Work Habits – Be considerate of others. The world does not revolve around you.
No eating in class. Be considerate of others. Maybe people around you don’t want to sit next to someone stuffing their face with food. This is not a restaurant. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]No loud talking - it disturbs others. Others may want to focus on their work not your voice.
Focus on your work.
Technique
I teach the “Clay off – Clay On” technique. This is variation of the “wax on – wax off” car polishing technique you may have seen in the movie “Karate Kid”.
· Hold a small amount of clay in the palm of your hand, keep it warm and pliable. Squeeze your hand. See how the clay echoes the inner shape of your palm.
· Squeeze a small amount of warm clay using you thumb and forefinger. 
· Pull off the clay with your other hand.
· Roll the clay between your fingers making a small smooth pellet
· Apply the clay to the surface of your sculpture.
· The process should be consistent and thoughtful. Clay off… Clay on.
	By breaking the process into hundreds of small choices rather than one of two large choices, the chance of failure is minimized. Any single small piece can be imperfectly placed without doing great harm to your sculpture. But if a large piece is applied and that large piece is not exact, the entire sculpture is thrown off kilter.
	Clay off… Clay on.
	No smoothing!!! Smoothing is for nervous people. People who are not in the moment. 
	We don’t smooth in this class. We bring the sculpture to finish stage. We don’t smooth.
	When the time comes to finish, I will give you the tools to do so.
	Clay off… Clay on.

Quality
If you develop good technique, quality work will follow.
